Dear Editor:

When more than 550 residents gather in one place on a frigid Saturday in the spring, there are numerous people to thank for making it all possible.

At Topsfield’s EXPO 2008, hundreds of families took advantage of the opportunity to get better acquainted with their town.  Many people signed up to serve on committees and joined non-profit organizations that work day in and day out to improve our community.  Children frolicked as Michael and Marisa Kouroubacalis belted out “Sweet Caroline”, grinned from ear to ear as they posed on the police motorcycle next to McGruff the Crime Dog, and stood captivated as they watched the Jaws of Life tear off the door of a car (generously donated by Country Motors). 

The committee who has worked tirelessly during the early months of 2008 is comprised of movers and shakers in Topsfield.  Janet Brown, who coordinated the first 3 EXPOs, served as our secretary and historian.  Joan Panella organized the 50 exhibitors.  Bill Whiting addressed all of the technical and logistical issues.  Donna Rich served as the liaison with Town Hall and Boy Scout Troop 81 who were instrumental in setting up and breaking down the display area (under the direction of William Knight).  Jen Collins-Brown, under the direction of Fire Chief Ron Giovannacci and with the help of many of her colleagues on the fire department, organized the Public Safety Day activities that included the Smoke House, Smokey Bear, and the arrival of a Medivac Helicopter.  Gretchen Rehak spread the word as PR coordinator and created a family-friendly atmosphere as the children’s programming coordinator.  Jan Dik of Edward Jones Investments convinced all guests that “Topsfield Means Business” and helped us to achieve one of our important initiatives for this year’s event; we featured participating businesses at the business booth and in a complimentary directory that was given to all participants.

Sandy Herrick rallied most of the local eateries to donate food and beverages to a “Taste of Topsfield”.  New Meadows Market quenched participants’ thirsts with delicious iced tea and lemonade and treated their taste buds with a stunning cheese tray.  Topsfield House of Pizza donated delicious wraps.  Dunkin’ Donuts provided Munchkins as a breakfast snack.  Alex’s Roast Beef, Pizza and Seafood contributed pizza.  Even Dawson’s Hardware Store joined in the act by offering bottled water to wash everything down.  Willowdale Estate donated beautifully prepared and wrapped cookies to the Proctor School Band Boosters, which hosted a bake sale to complement the wonderful luncheon samples.  A special thank you goes out to Barbara Costa of Steward Station and Steve Whelan of the Topsfield Congregational Church for helping to serve the treats.

Proctor School principal Kerry Kaplon and maintenance supervisor Shawn Conary were gracious hosts.  The entire staff met our every need with smiles on their faces!  Thanks to Superintendent Bernie Creeden who supported this event.  The Proctor School Jazz Band, under the direction of Kevin Zajas, captivated the audience.  

We appreciate the enthusiasm of Chief Evan Haglund and his entire Police Department.  In addition to keeping law and order, their presence added a lot of fun.  The Essex County Sheriff Department’s Canine Unit demonstration provided a wonderful spark (and bark) towards the end of the day.

Master of Ceremonies John Kinhan kept us on schedule all day long and drove up the bids during the first ever Street Signs for Scholarships Live Auction . Heidi Bond was instrumental in organizing the auction.

Award-winning photographer Eric Roth captured the day on disk for all of posterity.  Topsfield Web Site Committee member Martha Morrison updated the Topsfield Main Street Foundation web site continuously throughout the planning process.  Sandy Runnion of The Art Room created our attractive logo.  Peter Giabbai produced table banners.

Raffle prizes for those who took the time to complete Exit Surveys were generously donated by the Gift Horse, Gil’s Grocer, Write Expression, and the Bagel Shop.  The raffle winners were ecstatic to receive their gift certificates.

Special thanks goes out to TD Banknorth for sponsoring this event and to the Topsfield Cultural Council for funding the children’s concert and sending the message out to our youngest residents that anything is possible if you set your mind to it.  Always supportive of our town, the Topsfield Fair generously donated most of the tables for EXPO and advertised the event on their electronic sign.  We were graced by the presence of Mrs. Essex County, Karen Moniz, who assisted throughout the day and was accompanied by adorable Junior Queen Gracyn Strachan.  Sovereign Bank, Beverly National Bank and TD Banknorth all contributed the bags that were distributed to guests as they walked in the door.

The Village Reporter sponsored the “My Favorite Place in Topsfield” contest to help engage the youth.  Those efforts paid off as children wrote about or drew the Box Top Shop, the library and the Topsfield Arena.   We are grateful to judges Jackie White, Roger Hale and Sandy Runnion.  Photographer Beth Coughlin took in all of the sights of the day and produced wonderful photos to share with your readers.

Whether you joined the newly formed Tree Planning Committee, bid on your street sign in a silent auction, learned that this has been a great year for maple syrup production at the Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, or celebrated ten years of Pay-as-You-Throw with the Recycling Committee, there was something for everyone at EXPO 2008.  Just imagine what is possible at EXPO 2010!!

Paula Burke

Special Events Coordinator/Topsfield Main Street Foundation

